
Board of Licensure Timeline Updates

Senate Bill 458, as amended in House Bill 496, makes several changes to Tennessee's
health-related licensure processes:

1. Streamlined Application Process: Health-related boards and the Emergency Medical
Services Board must establish rules to expedite the application and renewal process for
licenses, certifications, or permits. Applications from Tennessee residents must be
decided within 60 days of submission. If additional information is needed, the board must
request it within the same 60-day period.

2. Special Considerations for Military Personnel: The expedited process also applies to:
○ Individuals licensed in another state whose spouse is a U.S. service member being

transferred to Tennessee.
○ Service members applying for a license within 180 days of retiring, receiving a

discharge (other than dishonorable), or being released from active duty.
3. These individuals should either receive a full license if their out-of-state credentials are

substantially equivalent or a temporary permit to practice until their credentials are fully
reviewed.

4. Administrative Staff Changes: Health-related boards and the Emergency Medical
Services Board can request the replacement or transfer of their administrative staff or
assigned attorney by the Department, subject to a majority vote.

5. Effective Date: The act took effect July 1, 2023.

Senate Bill 296, as amended in House Bill 779, updates the licensure process for health
professions in Tennessee with the following changes:

1. Processing Time: Health boards must decide on completed licensure applications from
out-of-state or District of Columbia applicants within 45 days of receipt. This includes
issuing the license or providing reasons for denial.

2. Effective Date: Currently in effect.






