[image: Logo, company name

Description automatically generated]
Board Meeting
September 14, 2023

	Cindy Blackwell: President
	Stephanie Lancaster: President Elect 

	Valery Hanks: Vice President
	Kelsey Vaughn: Treasurer

	Cindy Poole: Membership Chair 
	Morgan Webb: Mentorship Co-Chair, Communications/Marketing

	Gwen Fox: Communications Co-Chair
	Logan Herndon: Mentorship Co-Chair

	Katy Schmidt: Mental Health Co-Chair
	Jennifer Henderson: Student Involvement Chair

	Whitney Joy Sanford: DEI Co-Chair
	Ashley Robertson: OTA Connect

	Jennifer Crowder: Northeast District Co-Chair
	Martin Davis: Southeast District Co-Chair

	Kaylie Garner: Rural West District Co-Chair
	Claire Herring: West District Co-Chair

	Irene Leonidas: Lincoln Representative
	Katelyn Henderson: UTC Representative

	Akosua Odei: UTHSC Representative
	Akosua Odei: UTHSC Representative

	Jericka Emert: Milligan Representative
	Corina Bigsbee: South College Nashville Representative




1. Roll Call by Stephanie Lancaster

New Business- Cindy Blackwell
a. We are a month away from conference, which is super exciting! 
b. Our annual business meeting is a session at conference where we report on what TNOTA has been up to, progress toward, and our strategic planning of goals. 
c. It mirrors the structure of these board meetings where each committee gives a short report. We typically have a slideshow. So, if you are a head or chair or co-chair of a committee, we will ask you to give a brief report (one or two slides) with an overview of some of your goals you have accomplished or what you are hoping to do in the coming year. 
d. There is a slide deck on google slides that have been started to add your slides: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bkYajdYE1RwlhEo8_c_OSQ1lnnSt6xYdOBqClvKgLYk/edit?usp=sharing 

Conference Report- Valery Hanks 
1. We are in the final stages of planning! 
2. Board members encouraged to go ahead and register if they will be able to attend. The code boardmembers will register Board members free of charge.
3. Limited blocked rooms left in the conference hotel and info on a second hotel with another block is forthcoming. 
4. Please RSVP here if you will be able to attend the Board meeting dinner on Sat. night of conference - bhumikapatel120@gmail.com.  It will be at FoodWorks about 2 miles from the conference site at 6:30 p.m. 

Treasury Report- Kelsey Vaughn
1. The financial report for last month and this one will be given at the October meeting at conference. 

Membership Report- Cindy Poole 
Reporting for the period from 8/1/2023 – 8/31/2023
1. 1st year OT: 38 (-2 change from 2022)
2. 1st year OTA: 11 (-11 from 2022)
3. OT: 359 (-7 from 2022)
4. OTA: 83 (-21 from 2022)
5. Retired: 3 (no change from 2022)
6. Student: 382 (-3 from 2022) 
7. 52 people renewed their membership in August. 68 people let their membership lapse. The breakdown of people who let their membership lapse were 12 OT’s, 7 OTA’s, 5 first-year OT’s, 2 first year OTA’s and 42 students. 
8. At this time last year, we had 925 active members compared to 886 active members as of 8/31/2023. 

Advocacy Update- Elise Foust
1. Survey distributed last month: 18 survey responses so far.  Emerging trends reported include productivity increases, OT/OTA supervision, developing materials to help teach OT/OTA students about advocacy, resources for underserved populations and those falling through the cracks, develop emails to send to representatives (which we already do).  We had 5 participants say they are interested in joining the advocacy committee, but all submitted their surveys as anonymous.
2. Anticipated plans to have the survey QR code easily accessible at conference so other members who may not check their email can fill it out.

TNOTF/Philanthropy- Stephanie Lancaster
1. APTA TN PAC and TNOTF Event at conference on Friday, October 13, 2023 from 5-8pm at Westbound Honkey-Tonk. Event is $40 dollars for PTs, OTs, PTAs, and COTAs and free for students. 

Communications Report- Gwen Foxx
1. Emails and phone calls are going great. 
2. Several conference questions that have been answered!

Marketing Report- Morgan Webb
1. If any districts have any upcoming meetings or if there are any continuing education courses to be scheduled, please go ahead and submit those so we can advertise those appropriately.  
2. Advertisement for conference sponsors continue to be updated on the TNOTA website. 
3. The TNOTA website will soon have more conference information. 

Mental Health Report- Katy Schmidt
1. Mental Health Community of Practice Quarterly Meeting will be held November 14, 2023. 



DEI Report- Whitney Joy
1. DEI met with Pamela Camera at UTHSC on Tuesday to discuss an event that we are going to have a Zoom on October 25th to talk about affirmative action and the decision that recently went on with the supreme court and how it will affect the field of OT. 
a. Objectives of this program will be to discuss affirmative action decision and how it affect the field of OT, discuss how this impacts out patient population, and how this decision will impact different practice settings. 
b. Then we will generate ideas for change to ensure that clients are having their needs met. 

Continuing Education Report- Audrey Owens 
1. No new updates!
Student Involvement Committee- Jennifer Henderson
1. We are working on finishing up the student volunteers for our conference. 
2. Currently working on getting representative from Roane State, as well as for South College Knoxville. 
3. The next plan is to send out a survey to students on what days and times are best for meetings to get some ideas and topics to go over our quarterly chats. 
4. The 1st meeting being on “What can TNOTA do for you?” Using Cindy’s presentation. 
5. Looking to facilitate and encourage more membership amongst the OT and OTA programs.  

OTA Connect- Ashley Robertson 
1. OTA Connect plans to start with gaining some interest.
2. Focus is to build a committee with information on what the committee entails and the focus of support and collaborative approach with OTAs and OTs. 
3. We haven’t officially launched a date but it will hopefully be soon! 

Mentorship Report- Logan Herndon 
1. Morgan Webb is ending her term as co-chair on September 30th. 
2. The fourth cycle is ending September 30th as well, adding a certification of completion of those who want it through partnership with the CE committee. 

Southeast District Report- Martin Davis
1. No new updates! Excited to have the conference here. 

Northeast District Report- Jennifer Crowder
2. We are collaborating with ETSU on a pediatric course that will be in the spring.  
3. We are working on an in-person advocacy panel/Q&A for early November. Looking for panelists. 

Rural West Report- Kaylie Garner
1. We have a PAMS course coming up in Jackson, TN which has been postponed until December 2nd.  
2. Our compliance day for E&J and suicide prevention is scheduled for November 4th. 

West District- Claire Herring 
1. We had 30 participates at the August West District meeting. 
2. Information on upcoming E&J meeting in the November meeting. 
OT/OTA Program Reports 
1. Lincoln Memorial-Irene Leonidas
a. We finished our third week of classes for the fall semester. 
b. This upcoming weekend, there is a Caterpillar Kids Camp that many of the OT students are volunteering for. The camp is for kids that are grieving or have recently lost a loved one. We will be teaching them ways on how to cope. 
2. South College Nashville- Corina Bigsbee
a. We just finished our last week of finals. 
We will be starting our level two fieldwork on October 9th. 
b. The new cohort will be starting on October 4th. 
c. Will connect with Jennifer for the South College Knoxville rep for the Student Involvement Committee. 
3. TSU- Ella Lathem & Kate Fisher
a. We have a new department chair for our program, Dr. Laura Carpenter. 
b. We had a mentor/mentee picnic at the beginning of our semester where we pair with our second-year students with our new upcoming first-year students. 
c. We are excited for this semester as our second-years are getting into our student run probono clinic called Tiger Clinic. 
4. UTC- Kate Henderson
a. Our third-year students are currently in their second level two fieldwork and enjoying that. 
b. The second-year students are currently ranking our pediatric placements. We have a large list and will be able to rank our top five. 
c. The first-year students have taken some of their 1st big exams in their classes. 
d. We have our 1st SOTA meeting next week on Wednesday. 
5. UTHSC – Akosua Odei
a. Currently our first-year students are on level one fieldwork. 
b. Our second-year students just got our white coats last week and are getting ready for fieldwork level two next week. 
6. Milligan University- Jericka Emert
a. First-year students have started classes and are getting settled into the routine of our program. They even had their first anatomy exam this week. 
b. Second-year students are in week 4 of starting back and we had the opportunity to meet with clients at an organization that specializes in TBI and cognitive deficits. 
c. The third-year students have started their second level two fieldwork clinical rotations. 
d. We have started planning our pinning ceremony and other fundraising events within our student organization. 


Next Board Meeting:  at TNOTA Conference in Chattanooga on Saturday, October 15th 

Motion to adjourn
a. To accept Cindy Blackwell
b. To second Valery Hanks 
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