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TNOTA Board Conference Call
September 10, 2020

Cindy DeRuiter Blackwell: President			Brittany Work: Vice-President
Valery Hanks: Secretary					Channing Rogers: Treasurer
Evan Pendygraft: Membership Chair			Erika Thomas: Lobbyist
Susan McDonald: Legislative Representative		Amanda Newbern: TNOTF Representative
Meagan Oslund: Communications Co-Chair		Gwen Foxx: Communications Co-Chair	
Maria Orme: Communications Co-Chair			Kaylin Flamm: Mental Health Chair
Elise Foust: Continuing Ed Chair				Barb Meussner: Rural West District Chair Morgan Webb: Middle District Chair			Jennifer Farrar: Middle District Vice Chair Heather Wilkey: Milligan Student Rep			Alexandra Ross: Belmont Student Rep
Eden Ellis: TSU Student Rep				Carolee Mabe: UTC Student Rep
Carley Mahaffey: UTHSC Student Rep			Tonya Mutter: Jackson State Student Rep

1. Roll Call—Valery Hanks
2. With Conference, Valery has not completed dictation of August meeting. Vote to approve postponed until next month
3. New Business-- Cindy DeRuiter Blackwell
a. Should we consider switching to virtual platform like Zoom or GoTo Meeting. Everyone gave positive feedback about this and we will give this a try next month. We will record them and post for board members, the minutes will still be posted for members.
b. Welcome new student reps
c. Board Chair positions coming up and elections coming up, Evan will be talking more about this. If you know anyone that might be interested, please share
d. [bookmark: _GoBack]Working with Milligan on creating an archive of TNOTA documents so they are not just sitting in a storage unit. These documents will be properly housed at Milligan. Plan to get this done this month and then we can get rid of the expense of the storage unit.
e. Two larger items to get ball rolling now that Conference is over
i. CE Approval— As a board we voted that TNOTA to officially act as an approver of outside education. We will start to formalize and launch this
ii. Practice Act task force—This is not the responsibility of TNOTA as an organization or as the board, but we are going to put a call out to any practitioner, student, or educator in the state that might be interested in being on the task force. Erika will give more information. We will not be doing this in-house; it is a big job. A lot of changes and amendments. This is be getting started in the next week or so. Susan reminded us that several years ago, Yvette Hatchel went through the practice act and made many recommendations to update the practice act. Board thought it was too many changes at one time so elected to focus on just a few items. Susan has a copy of this and could share this. It could be very helpful, valuable resource
4. TNOTA Conference Update--Brittany Work and Cindy DeRuiter Blackwell
a. Very first virtual conference went very smoothly, we got great feedback. Tennessee was first one to host virtual state conference in the country.
b. The committee and all the volunteers that helped, thank you!
c. Overall revenue about $5,500 which is less than normal but our expenses were less 
d. 150 enrolled, with 65 of those being students
e. Recorded courses available beginning September 15th for people who registered for conference. Will be available for purchase by anyone else starting October 1st. So, revenue should continue to stream in as people purchase the course.
f. Next year venue and dates are already in place September 10-12th 2021 at Scarritt Bennett in Nashville
5. Treasury Report—Channing Rogers
a. August income $11,578.43 majority of that coming from dues and some conference registration, though we don’t have check yet.  August Expenses $1733.37, credit card fees and insurance. Net income for July $9,845.06
b. YTD 2020 $10,241.17 compared to YTD 2019 $6,196.92  
c. Cindy reports that the PAMS course that ran during conference went well, the blended model will be used again for course in October
6. Legislative Update—Susan McDonald 
a. She has not received any update from AOTA since conference, despite how much is going on. Virtual Hill Day is next week. 
b. Susan suggested that we push the template for CMS again on social media
7. Lobbyist Update—Erika Thomas
a. Erika spoke with partners and the process of amending the practice act. We have 2 options: 1. rule making process initiated by TNOTA petitioning the board to adopt new rules or 2. The quicker way – legislative route and changing the law which will propagate the board to adopt new rules. 
b. Initiate call with board attorney and put them on notice of the intention.  This is the first step TNOTA should take and she can help with this. 
c. We can talk and work through priorities and how we want to make the change, diagnosis change, telehealth change? 
d. Susan says it is much safer for us as OT’s to make a rule change rather than open the practice act up. If we open it up, other disciplines can come and make changes too. This could involve chiropractors, ABA’s, orthotist, PT’s, etc. Any or all could come in and try to change our scope of practice. Erika noted that we must be very cautious in working on a coalition with the other professionals on the telehealth bill.   The uphill battle we have fighting insurance, will be easier to make the change in healthcare professional part of the code rather than the insurance part of the code. 
e. Amanda added that the board has stated it does not plan to make any changes outside of a legislative amendment. So, we do have to open up the practice act, but we don’t want to bust it wide open and leave it open for interpretation. Have to be very specific.
f. Important that we reach out to all parts of the state and get feedback from practitioners around the state
8. Membership Report--Evan Pendygraft
a. First yr. OT’s – 40, up 17 from 23 last yr. 
b. First yr. OTA’s– 21, up 3 from 18 last yr
c. OT’s – 191, up 32 from 159 last yr.
d. OTA’s – 78, up 16 from 62 last yr. 
e. Retired – 4, up 4 from 0 last yr.
f. Students – 299, up 18 from 281 last yr
g. Total – 633 members, up 90 members compared to a year ago
h. Open Board Positions are posted on the website
i. Every even year Vice President, President Elect, and Treasurer will be elected 
ii. Nominations are open, elections 11/01 to 11/30, December announcement
i. Evan is resigning as membership chair and he states he is proud of TNOTA 
j. Cindy asked Evan to send info to communications team regarding the elections
9. TNOTF Report—Amanda Newbern
a. Gave out scholarships at conference, she will make sure she saves all the scoring matrix info for whoever comes behind her and the current team
b. Educator gifts recommendations? 
c. TSU Tiger clinic does not have list of equipment needs but does continue to need volunteers, can include in next email blast and on social media
d. Amanda had to do annual form for TNOTF, paid and submitted.
e. Application is still pending
10. Communications Report and Social Media —Maria Orme
a. Team had phone call before this meeting. Gigi sending out next newsletter on October 15th, get requests for submission to her.  Submissions for next email blast due Sept 20th. 
b. We are still getting emails about telehealth bill
c. Looking for another person to help our team
d. Quick link to state board on website? We have explanation of the difference and FAQ’s, but we can add a quick link to the state board.  Emails come in before people read the info, it is okay to send the person to the website and link it for them in the response.
11. Mental Health Report—Kaylin Flamm
a. She has gotten couple requests to speak on mental health and OT from a couple of universities 
b. TARCP, like TNOTA of recovery, asked her to do a presentation on OT and to go on their podcast. Good opportunity to advocate for OT and mental health
c. Got a lot of good feedback on suicide prevention course during conference
d. We do plan to host a QPR course a couple times a year. Kaylin should be QPR certified soon to instruct. 
e. Amanda pointed out that it is Suicide Prevention Month and we should put out a post this month, Kaylin will send info
12. Continuing Education Report—Elise Foust
a. Working on getting out speaker letters from conference, about ½ through them, hopefully done by this weekend
b. Next big task is the get the ball rolling for TNOTA to begin approving CE’s
13. Advocacy Report—Whitney emailed Cindy
a. Still working on letter templates
14. Diversity and Inclusion Report—DeOnna Clark
a. First committee meeting went very well
b. Created a new email address: diversity@tnota.org, please direct all emails to this new address. Feel free to spread the word and share.
c. Working with TSU as pilot program to establish a COTAD chapter. COTAD is national diversity coalition for our profession. Walking through the process with them, some of the student leaders and faculty leaders to see if we can get a chapter established there.  Seeing how the process goes, hopefully we can get other schools involved as well
d. Trying to role out a needs assessment, goal is to get that out early this fall. We have a few ideas to address diversity inclusion. We do want to make sure that anything we do is targeted to the needs of our state specifically. 
e. Established a new page on the TNOTA website
15. Student Involvement Report—Morgan Webb
a. Committee change, we have 6 members with 2 new Belmont student members. 
b. Student track went very well during conference. Future student tracks will be a partnership between local SOTA’s and the student involvement committee. We’re working to plan how we want that to look like. 
c. Day in the Life of a __ OT practitioner, first post October 4th. 
d. Student forum monthly post is ongoing, we have the 2nd one this month. 
e. What is OT? Student video contest, we have 2 submissions. Voting will be 9/26 to 10/3 for TNOTA members only. Winner announced October 5th.
f. OT Mentorship program is going well. 3-week check in complete. Runs through 2/1/21. 2nd cycle coming spring 2021
g. Student quarterly virtual chat 11/10/20 on OT and OTA collaboration with Kim Breeden and Niccole Rowe. 
16. Middle District Report—Morgan Webb
a. January 2021 ends Morgan’s 2-year term. Jennifer Farrar who is the Middle District vice chair will be taking over as chair. Jennifer is doing orientation process now and will be participating in all district and committee calls for remainder of the year.  
b. Morgan will continue her role as student involvement committee chair
c. Next district meeting is September 15th with Jamie Bergner speaking on Evidenced Based Practice Tip and Tricks for the busy OT. Available to all TNOTA members via Aspire OT and GoTo meeting.
d. Community event scheduled for October 17th. Walk to end Alzheimer’s 2020, participants will walk in their own neighborhoods
17. East District Report—Don Lewis emailed Cindy his report
a. They are planning last quarterly meeting sometime in November or December
18. SE District Report—Ariel McFadden
a. October 15th and November 5th are next meetings
b. January 2021, Ariel will be stepping down and we are looking to identify replacement
19. NE District Report—Mesa Smith (not on the call)
20. Rural West—Barb Meussner
a. Thanks to the conference committee for putting on a great conference
b. Next meeting in on 9/24/20 on Brachial Plexus injuries, NICU expert, virtual and recorded
21. West Report—no one on the call
22. Belmont-- Alexandra Ross
a. 1st yrs and 2nd yrs, taking classes online. On campus about once a week for labs
b. SOTA met and began to plan out the rest of the meeting topics and plan virtual social and service events
23. Milligan--Heather Wilkey
a. Just finished 3rd week of classes, hybrid schedule thus far but will be transitioning to all in person classes next week
b. 3rd yrs are finishing up first Level II rotation soon
c. Hosting PAMS course
24. Jackson State--Tonya Mutter
a. 1st yrs adjusting, 2nd yrs have been working on splinting and getting ready for FW, home programs and home assessments
b. Zoom classes and labs
25. TSU—Eden Ellis
a. Mainly virtual, will be on campus for labs/practicums about once a month
b. 3rd yrs, some did not go on rotation. They elected to have postponed graduation
c. Looking for Level I FW sites, if cannot find enough will be simulated case
d. T-shirt sales during conference went very well, thank you!
26. UTC-- Carolee Mabe
a. July 2nd yrs came back to campus, then everyone returned to campus
b. 3rd yrs doing Level II’s, 1st yrs just had first anatomy exam
c. 1st SOTA meeting today
d. All wore purple today for Suicide Awareness month
27. UTHSC-- Carley Mahaffey
a. 2nd yrs are finishing didactic and will be starting Level II’s after fall break
b. 1st yrs in middle of first Level I, alternating online and in person FW experience
28. Motion to adjourn: Brittany   2nd:  Elise
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