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Meeting Minutes
June 13, 2024
Attendance:
	Executive Board
	Committee Chairs
	Student Reps

	Stephanie Lancaster, President
	
	

	Brandy McCarter, Secretary
	Ashley Robertson, OTA Connect
	Brittany Ford, UTC 

	Kelsey Vaughn, Treasurer
	Rosemary Lewis, Advocacy 
	Ashlyn Gateway, Milligan

	
	Morgan Webb, Marketing Chair
	Deana Kendall, JSU

	District Chairs
	Amanda Newbern, TNOTF
	Akosua Odei, UTHS

	Jennifer Crowder, NE District
	Audrey Owens, Cont. Ed
	Jenni Schwartz, TSU

	Robert Mullaney, East District
	Jennifer Henderson, Student Inv.
	       Maggie Pierce, TN Wesleyan

	Sandy, Rural West
	Gwen Fox, Communications
	

	        Gigi Jordan, Middle District
	
	

	Martin Davis, SE District
	GPS Rep
	

	Claire Herring, West District
David Eades, Middle District
	Peggy McElgunn, Admin
	



Roll Call: Brandy McCarter, Secretary
Vote on May meeting minutes
1st: Kelsey Vaughn
2nd: Jennifer Crowder
New Business: Stephanie Lancaster, President
Pop-up CE Series in partnership with three other state OT association (GOTA, LOTA, ALOTA):
· May 14 - Pediatric Feeding: An Interprofessional Collaborative Approach Between OT and Speech
· June 4 - An overview of the use of CE Broker and applied ethics within the field of Occupational Therapy
· July - ALOTA will present on Trauma-informed care
· Sept. - LOTA will present on pelvic health
· Nov. - TNOTA will present on assistive technology and inclusion

*All will be offered through AspireOT.

Upcoming election this fall:  
· President (Elected in fall of 2022, serves as President Elect in 2023; President in 2024 and 2025. Next election will be in the fall of 2024.)
· Vice President (serves in 2023 and 2024. Next election will be in the fall of 2024.)
· Treasurer (Elected in fall of 2022, serves in 2023 and 2024. Next election in fall of 2024.)

Admin Announcements: Peggy McElgunn, GPS
Transition meetings being held with GPS, Stephanie, and TNOTA leaders:
· Communications (email and phone)
· Marketing (social media, website, newsletter)
· Treasurer/bookkeeper
· Membership
· Conference Planning 
Email: Peggy@gpsgrowth.com
Phone: 804-245-9210

TNOTA Conference Updates: Valery Hanks, Vice President
Conference updates: 
· Conference dates: Preconference - Friday 9/13, Conference - 9/14 and 9/15.
· Pre-conference will be limited to 60 people.
· Location: Scarritt Bennett Center in Nashville, parking there is limited so if you plan to attend consider carpooling or walking from your hotel.
· We will have a very FULL conference with 17 short courses, 8 workshops, and 29 posters. 
· Early bird registration will open July 1st. You may use the code board2024 to register as a board member to attend conference for free. 
· GPS continues to gear up to assist with conference, they are currently working to get us some more sponsors. At this time we have 6, including someone to sponsor the pre-conference round robin supplies. If you have a personal connection, we are asking that you get onto the Google drive and share that information with GPS so that can use that information to assist with getting us more sponsorships. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GyE4nsnaFECH24BTNMzL8hKWPQPH9gkbWnCZxy-2JPA/edit?usp=drive_link

Treasury Report- Kelsey Vaughn, Treasurer
Income: $10,776.54
Expenses: $4,013.10
Highest Income: Continuing Education
Highest Expense: Continuing Education (presenter expenses)
Net Income: $6,763.44
YTD Net Income: $16,193.58
Membership Report
Reporting for the period from 5/1/2024 – 5/31/2024 
1st year OT: 26 (-13 from 2023)
1st year OTA: 5 (-11 from 2023)
OT: 366:  (+9 from 2023)
OTA: 72 (-17 from 2023)
Retired:1 (the same from 2023)
Student: 290 (-132 from 2023)
56 people renewed their membership and 39 joined in May. 27 people let their membership lapse, and 4 rejoined.
At this time last year, we had 934 active members compared to 774 active members as of 5/31/2024. This represents a loss of 160 members or a 17% reduction in overall membership numbers from last year. This reduction of members is concentrated in the loss of the 132 student memberships.
**Cindy will be stepping down from this position effective Aug. 1, 2024. 
Legislative Report
This is the latest report from AOTA State Affairs dated June 6, 2024: Tennessee Senate Bill 898, Music Therapy Certification legislation, was signed by the Governor. The legislation explicitly references occupational therapy as a profession that this law does not apply to and does not prohibit OTPs using music in the practice of occupational therapy. The legislation also explicitly states that music therapy does not include screening, diagnosis, or assessment of any physical, mental, or communication disorder. More details HERE.
 
Fun Fact: There is now an occupational therapist in Congress!!! On May 6, Tim Kennedy, an OT from Buffalo NY, was sworn into the United States House of Representatives. Kennedy won a special election at the end of March to win this seat. He will be up for re-election again this November and needs our continued support!
AOTPAC is proud to share that we were able to contribute to the campaign of the first occupational therapist to serve in Congress!
Advocacy
From Stephanie: Inquiries have been made to the licensure board to clarify some of the regulations in our practice act. We received clarification on one thing and are waiting on a response from the other. “We brought to the attention of the board advisory attorney and the correction is part of the rule changes that are currently in process.  I believe they are moving through the Secretary of State stage and once they have been through all the hoops, the updated rules will be posted on the website. The correct info is that your CEU's are due by the last day of the month that precedes your renewal month (birth month)”
Still working on nailing down speakers for CEU event.
Communications

These duties will be transferred to GPS in the coming months after which this Committee will serve to oversee that activity. The TNOTA phone number will be changing July 1 or soon thereafter.
Created a booklet for guidance to assist with the transition using GPS for taking calls and emails.
Let’s encourage our peers: Please download rules and standards, and keep a copy for your records.

New Number: 804-639-9213 as of July 1st 

Marketing & Social Media
Please submit any district or CEU events ASAP for 2024 using the Executive Board webpage.
July Newsletter submissions are due June 20th. You can submit on the Executive Board webpage
Continuing Education
We have a couple of courses we are approving at the moment.
Diversity & Inclusion
The DEI Committee is having a mixer at Central BBQ on Ridgeway and Poplar in Memphis on June 26th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. CST.
Mental Health
QPR Suicide Prevention training will take place via Zoom and Aspire OT on June 20 at 7:00 PM CST. This training is full.  We have a waiting list with about 10 people wanting to take the online training.

Mentorship
No Report
OTA Connect 
Collaboration with the student involvement committee for event in September. Looking at possibly turning this into CEU credit and free for members, small fee for non-members and to get students to join as members. Free formed questions to get the conversation going with an open panel for around an hour time length.
Philanthropy: 
Parkinson’s Foundation is a sponsor for conference.
Student involvement
Last virtual student chat in May, Dr. Barbara Williams with NBCOT – how to do application for NBCOT exam and board prep. The video is on the website, we had 7 attendees. Looking forward to collaborating with OTA connect. Student social media takeover link is on the website. 
TNOTF: 
Amanda will begin her appointment as the TN RA rep for AOTA on July 1.
Scholarship applications and award nominations are open on the website.
East District
No update for this month.
Middle District
Vice Chair: David Eades
2 CE events coming up
· July 17th- integrative practice
· Adaptive car seat in Mid-August
Northeast District
June 27th we will host a virtual CEU with Kaylin Lawrence on entrepreneurship for OT practitioners.
Finalizing dates for fall.
Rural West District
CE about primitive reflexes done, will have a follow-up one on that too. Planning a workshop on compassion and fatigue, tentatively July 18. Planning compliance day and PAMs in the fall.
Southeast District
No updates this month.
West District
Our last CEU event was in May over oral hygiene. We had just under 50 participants.  Cameron and I are planning for our August CEU (most likely August 6th) which will be a virtual meeting about how to recognize signs of human trafficking in OT practice.
Belmont: 
No report
Jackson: 
Getting ready to take our boards, most will be taken in July. 
LMU
No report
Milligan 
We are on Summer Break, start back in August. Former 2nd years are almost through the 2nd Level 2.
Nashville
No report
Roane: TBD
South Nashville: 
No report
South Knoxville: TBD
TSU
2nd years are finishing 1st level 2, 1st years going into community clinicals and starting research.
UTC
2nd years are FW level 2, 1st years are halfway through summer semester and finished 1st peds observations, about to start psychosocial level 1.
Tennessee Wesleyan
2nd years are in the middle of FW 2, 1st years had a pickle ball tournament in the community. Partnering with a 
UTHSC
2nd years are finishing with level 1, getting ready for upcoming class in August.
Walter State
No report
Next Meeting: July 11, 2024 at 7 p.m. CDT
Motion to Adjourn
1st: Jennifer Henderson
2nd: Morgan Webb
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