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12/12/19 7pm CST
David McGuire: President 				Cindy DeRuiter Blackwell: President Elec	t	
Valery Hanks: Secretary					Channing Rogers: Treasurer
John Williams: Lobbyist					Amanda Newbern: TNOTF Rep	
Elise Foust: CEU Co-Chair				Gigi Jordan: Communications Co-Chair
Kaylin Flamm: Mental Health Chair			Megan Colleti: East District Chair
Morgan Webb: Middle District Chair			Ariel McFadden: SE District Chair
Mesa Smith: NE District Chair				Barbara Meussner: Rural West Chair
Rebecca Denton: Belmont Student Rep			Ginny Monahan: TSU Student Rep


1. Roll Call – Valery Hanks
2. New Business – David McGuire and Cindy Blackwell
a. January 18, 2020 for in person board meeting. Valery Hanks reserved the room at Vanderbilt that we have used in years past. Cindy will send out information and maps to people who have not been there before. Out of town request to start later, so will begin at 10:00 and hope to be done by 3 or 4. Cindy will send out Agenda as well.
b. David and Amanda Newbern gave TNOTF Update. They have been emailing back and forth with the attorney. They think he needs only a few more documents. Have to submit another $600 to him. One thing the lawyer suggested was partnering and have the TNOTF/TNOTA conference. Then we can use the tax-free status. John agrees that this would work. May be able to get corporate donations and more sponsorships at conference as they like to give to 501c3’s. Cindy has been re-working the sponsorship and advertising section on the website to give more options.  Already have more activity. Once we get TNOTF up and running, we can post on the website a better description and have a direct link to allow for donation directly to TNOTF. 
c. We have officially hired Capitol and 5th to be our lobbyist from Jan 2020 and beyond. They will join us at our January board meeting. John has been helping out with the transition.
d. Had advocacy call last week. John has drafted a couple of bills for us. Have a lot of things in the works and need to recruit some people for the advocacy committee. The more people we can get involved the better.  
e. coordinate dates with the instructor. Barb’s district recorded E&J last month, she does not have it yet.  Work on getting dates by January so we can get them on the calendar.
f. Cindy is in talks with some TNOTA members who are interested in partnering with us to host some of our on-line CEU courses.  Hoping to get this up and running in 2020.
g. TN State Board asked for nominations to join the board; if you have anyone you would like to nominate email Cindy. These need to be sent next week. 
3. TNOTA Conference – David advised that we look into the TNOTA/TNOTF conference for 2020.
4. Treasury Report – Channing Rogers. Income for November 2020 $1,671.24. Expenses for the month $4,284.43 including our lobbyist fee. Net income $2,613.19. YTD $2,340.50. She is currently working on updating the budget for meeting in January. 
5. Legislative Update -- John Williams. He drafted 2 bills. Both are short but significant. Up to the board to decide if we want attempt to go with one or both, but he suggests just picking one. He would recommend the first one.
a. This bill would add Occupational Therapy to the short list of alternatives to opioid. The bill that passed this year and is in effect now requires providers prior to prescribing an opioid for pain they are required to discuss with the patient alternatives. The definition of “alternative treatment” is chiropractic care, physical therapy, acupuncture and other alternative treatments to the use of opioids.  Although OT would fall in this “other” category, this would actually insert the words “occupational therapy” into the list. The current law does not require the patient to go to one of these alternatives, but requires the physician to talk with the patient about possible alternatives.  
b. The second bill. In the mental health section of the TN code, there is the definition of qualified mental health provider. Fairly long list of different licensed providers but does not currently include occupational therapists. This bill would insert occupational therapist into that definition of mental health provider.  This bill will require some effort to pass. This may be a longer-term goal because we need to gather evidence to present.
c. John suggests that we speak to the new lobbying firm due to the bill introduction deadline, he thinks it will be the first week of February. Cindy will email them.
6. Membership Report—David McGuire. 524 active members, 264 of that being students
a. Need Evan to go in and purge some of the old accounts, David will email him.
b. Cindy and Evan have been working with Member Clicks on getting a virtual job board up and running, they have started to build this for us.  We can charge companies to post on TNOTA’s website. Our current job board is not being used and the Member Clicks board is user friendly and they have a way of filling it in, so it does not look empty. Cost sharing is TNOTA get 70% and Member Clicks gets 30% of revenue.
7. TNOTF – Amanda Newbern.  Covered this earlier.
8. Communications Report – Gigi Jordan and Cindy Blackwell.  
a. Added 3 new people to communications team.
i. Beth Stuckey and Mary McConnell to help answer emails and phone calls
ii. Gigi helping to send out email blasts starting in January
iii. Another member to help with website updates
b. Uncertain if all the team members will be at the meeting in January 
9. Mental Health – Kaylin Flamm.  
a. Sent Amanda and Miranda with the licensure board the list of courses the other day. 
b. Also attended QPR (Question, Persuade, and Refer). Short 2-hour course that would probably e great for TNOTA to offer. The TN Suicide Prevention Network offers it at no cost occasionally to certain communities. Perhaps a TNOTA member could get trained and we could offer that along with E&J. Kaylin connected with them about this and they seemed open so she will get more info.  
c. Planning to attend another suicide prevention course that is more intensive in January. 
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Continuing Education – Elise Foust.  She and Cindy had a meeting yesterday with Aspire OT. This is a company run by 2 TNOTA members, Nicocle Rowe and Kimberly Breeden. They have developed an online platform for hosting continuing education. They are generously offering us Premium service at no charge. Includes the ability for TNOTA to have our own platform built in their website to upload videos, documents, etc. CEU will be generated by the website after the course. Payment is all taken through the website as well. TNOTA rep will have access to export the entire list of attendees and payments. We’ll get a weekly revenue report.  It will be a whole new revenue source that we don’t have to invest any money into.  We have offered them sponsorship status in exchange for their service.  Profits are 50/50. 
11. East District – Megan Colletti. Kim Breeden is vice chair in east district. Just got speaker for January meeting. Cindy A?? talking about neonatal absence syndrome and how if affects function later in life. Hopefully LMU will be hosting that. Elections next time. Megan works in chronic pain and when she transitions out of her role, she would be happy to help the advocacy committee with the bill. 
12. Middle District – Morgan Webb. We all of our dates confirmed for next year. Going to do mainly all GoTo meeting platform. Except for May hosted at South College. Hope to also stream it. Speakers confirmed for May and August, working on the other two. 
13. SE District – Ariel McFadden. First meeting in November. Planning on 1st quarter. Trying to get someone on low vision but have not confirmed the date yet. She works PRN at multiple places so she is hoping with flyers, etc. to get more people involved. 
14. NE District – Mesa Smith. 1st quarter meeting arrived and will be using GoTo meeting. Topic is Sexual function and intimacy and OT role with that. May meeting at Walter State and working on getting last 2 speakers finalized. 
15. Rural West – Barb Meussner. Research project that TSU students approached us about so working to get that approved. On Hippotherapy and use of OT. Group of us went to Greenhouse Ministries to meet with the new OT they have on staff to talk about opportunities they may have for OT in the Jackson area. Barb also meet with the Hope Center which is a local that 501c3 here locally that wants to partner with us. E&J videos that West TN Healthcare did for us need some slides fixed so she can present it to continuing ed for approval. Meeting in early January to figure out the year and plan the year.
16. West District is still vacant. Have sent some email blasts. David suggested talking to UTHSC and see if they have any students interested in doing it? Cindy has been communicating with couple of people on the committee and they are working on it. Barb will send contact info to Cindy of someone she would like to recommend. 
17. Cindy updated the sponsorship form to allow sponsors for individual district meetings. Also offered the option for corporations to have ad time on a virtual meeting to highlight their services at beginning of the meeting. 
18. Belmont – Rebecca Denton. First and second years have finished finals and are on break. Third years finished FW and are studying for boards while preparing for doctoral capstone.
19. TSU -- Ginny Monahan. All on break. Class of 2019 graduated this past Saturday. Class of 2020 has one more semester and then FW. Class of 2021 is still hanging in there. 
20. David thanked everyone for their hard work. 
21. Barb acknowledged how much David has done for TNOTA. 
22. Vote on November Meeting Minutes
a. Motion: Cindy Blackwell
b. Second: Elise Foust.
23. Next Meeting is January 18th in person meeting at Vanderbilt.
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