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TNOTA Board Conference Call
April 9, 2020

Cindy DeRuiter Blackwell: President			Brittany Work: Vice-President	
Valery Hanks: Secretary					Channing Rogers: Treasurer		
Evan Pendygraft: Membership Chair			 Susan McDonald: Legislative Representative Gwen Foxx: Communications Co-Chair			Kaylin Flamm: Mental Health Chair
Elise Foust: Continuing Ed Chair				Whitney Joy: Advocacy Chair
Barbara Muessner: Rural West District Chair		Ariel McFadden: SE District Chair
Morgan Webb: Middle District Chair 			Don Lewis: East District Chair	
Allison Nance: West District Co-Chair			Rachel Walker: West District Co-Chair
Megan Wilson: West District Co-Chair			Rebecca Denton: Belmont Student Rep
Tonya Mutter: Jackson State Student Rep		Ginny Monahan: TSU Student Rep	
			

1. Roll Call – Valery Hanks
2. Vote to approve March minutes. Motion to approve – Brittany, 2nd – Channing
3. New Business – Cindy DeRuiter Blackwell
a. COVID-19 updates. As an organization, TNOTA has added a COVID page on the website where we are able to post information. This includes any updates from the governor that are relevant to OT, information about telehealth, etc. Cindy and Megan C drafted a document to outline the most up to date information on which insurance companies do or do not cover telehealth.  Also have uploaded several AOTA documents. AOTA is emailing us daily with changes and we are updating this daily.  Lobbyist are also working on the advocacy side of things and we are sharing this as well.  We have posted on social media a couple of times to let members know that it is there.  AOTA is offering free webinars next week and Cindy is presenting on our advocacy efforts as a state to get TennCare to cover telehealth.
b. TNOTA is doing free continuing ed events for OT month. We have 3 events, first one was yesterday on Neurodiversity and Employment. There were 60 people on that, it went well. Then we have another coming up on Monday on Pediatric feeding. End of the month Amanda is presenting on the practice act. These are free to members and nonmembers. 
4. TNOTA Conference – Brittany Work. 
a. We have reached out to Scarritt Bennett and the Hilton regarding the deadline for cancelling amid this COVID-19 uncertainty.  The venue recommended waiting until May, when the next deposit is due. They are offering a one-time chance to reschedule without losing money. Don’t plan to change at the moment.  Hilton has responded and will be flexible with the date we currently have for cancelling unused rooms. 
b. Brittany, David, and Valery had a zoom meeting to go through True Approve to prepare to launch the call for papers. Valery put together an abstract and objective form that they will have to attach to their proposal on the site. David walked us through how to complete the process and it looks super easy. Going to be great for us to approve sessions for conference. Hoping to launch on Friday? Will be ready once the changes are made to the website. Ready if the changes are made.
5. Treasury Report – Channing Rogers. 
a. March income $2,849.68 Expenses $1,761.28 Net $1,088.40
b. YTD so far -$2,853.31, compared to 2019 at this time our YTD was -$5,989.41
6. Legislative Report – Susan McDonald.  Will be attending an AOTA webinar next Thursday but does not have anything to add regarding COVID-19 updates. 
7. Membership Report – Evan Pendygraft.
a. First yr. OT’s – 28, up 3 from last yr. 
b. First yr. OTA’s – 18, even compared to last yr. 
c. OT’s – 168, up 4 from last yr.
d. OTA’s – 61, up 4 from last yr. 
e. Students – 278, up 1 from last yr.
f. 3 retired and 5 admin
g. Total – 561 members.
h. Running a promotion this month, get 20% off renewal or new membership.  Have 9 new members this month.  Information is on the website by checking membership center.  Will add an information tab to help people find the information.
i. Philanthropy vote is up and active until the end of the month. Currently have 4 votes, need to send out another email to remind people to vote. Will email info for social media post.
8. TNOTF – No one on the call.
9. Communications and Social Media – Gwen Foxx.
a. Social media and newsletter are going great.
10. Mental Health – Kaylin Flamm. OT QPR training is only online and there is no instructor course for it. Can just become instructor through gatekeeper workshop which we can do online. She will look further into this. 
11. Continuing Education – Elise Foust. 
a. Aspire OT and online courses.  We now have 6 courses live and are free for members. Small fee for non-members. Barb asked about partnering with vendors and providing instructions.  Cindy said we are open to providing workshops in this manner if it is educational as opposed to product demonstration. 
b. There was a question about sending CE info to committee if Aspire is issuing the certificates.  Yes, TNOTA stores the info and sends out speaker letter. Aspire OT is going to put together a how to for district chairs. Cindy can help until this document is ready.
12. Advocacy – Whitney Joy. Working on resources for OT, explaining what OT is to the layman along with some blogs to follow, etc. for OT month. Will have this finished soon
13. Student Involvement – Morgan Webb.  
a. Next meeting is April 23th, new potential member joining. 
b. Social media takeover planned for April 24th “what it’s like to do OT school online”
c. “What is OT?” student video contest, have one video so far.  Have moved the deadline to September 25th because schools are all online.  Will vote from September 26 to October 3, winner announced October 5th.  
d. Everything at Gigi’s has been suspended in person. They are do home workouts virtually, need volunteers to demo the exercises. 
e. Survey for pilot mentorship program. Had an 80% response rate. Will use these responses to develop the new program.  Hope to present a poster at conference.
f. Quarterly virtual meeting March 31st with new practitioner Q&A, had 27 participants.  Recorded and posted on TNOTA student forum. Next virtual chat is August 25th with OT/OTA collaboration.
g. Student track at conference, couple of students from Belmont working on this. 
14. Middle District – Morgan Webb.
a. Moving May 19th meeting to online, GoTo meeting and Aspire OT.  Will make this available to members and non-members free of charge to try and boost participation.  Topic is likely “A Deeper Look at Occupational Deprivation”.
b. April community event cancelled.
15. East District – Don Lewis.
a. Next meeting in May, will need assistance to get hosted through Aspire platform.
16. Southeast District – Ariel McFadden.
a. Social in April cancelled.
b. May 14th virtual meeting.
17. Rural West District – Barbara Meussner. 
a. Next district meeting is 23rd. Working on virtual meeting.
b. Several people from district planning to submit for conference.
c. Gwen added that the speaker on the 23rd is a social worker who is going to address the difficulties we face with COVID-19.
18. [bookmark: _GoBack]Northeast District – Mesa sent via Cindy. 
a. February meeting online went very well
b. June meeting has contingency plan to move it online
c. PAMS course in August
d. Currently discussing elections and would like some info from other districts that have gone through elections recently. 
19. New West District Co-Chairs. Allison Nance, Katie Tenner, Rachel Walker, and Megan Wilson.
a. They are working on scheduling meetings but have not gotten much finalized yet.
20. Belmont – Rebecca Denton. Currently doing online school for the remainder of semester. Also working on Level II placements. 
21. Jackson State – Tonya Mutter. Working on celebrating OT month online, FW 2 are on hold as well as graduation.
22. TSU – Ginny Monahan. Same as everyone is reporting, doing best to navigating online. Getting good experience for telehealth.
23.  Susan thanked Cindy for everything she is doing for us and our organization.
24. Motion to adjourn Brittany		Second: Evan
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